
The three centers of the Church in
New York in June of 1830: (1) Manchester
township, (2) Fayette township, and (3) the
Colesville area

Joseph Smith, Sr., certificate of ordination as a
priest signed by Joseph Smith, Jr., and Oliver
Cowdery.

CHURCH HISTORY IN THE FULNESS OF TIMES
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“The Spirit of the Lord descended upon him [Newel], and the visions of
eternity were opened to his view.” In his weakened condition he was placed on
his bed, but he said he felt himself “attracted upward, and remained for some
time enwrapt in contemplation, insomuch that I knew not what was going on
in the room.” In this state his body was elevated until he touched the ceiling.10

Many of the people who saw these events were convinced of the power of
God and later joined the Church. Joseph soon returned to Fayette. A few weeks
later, Newel Knight came to Fayette and was baptized by David Whitmer.

F I R S T C O N F E R E N C E O F T H E C H U R C H

By June 1830 the Saints in New York were located primarily 
in Manchester, Fayette, and Colesville. The membership of the Church 
at this point was about thirty people. Following revealed instructions (see
D&C 20:75), the Prophet called them together for the first conference of the
Church on 9 June, at Fayette. Many people attended who already believed
or were eager to learn. Those assembled partook of the sacrament, and
several recent converts were confirmed. Samuel H. Smith was ordained an
elder, and Joseph Smith, Sr., and Hyrum were ordained priests. Ten
brethren received “licenses,” which were small documents certifying they
were authorized to represent the Church (see D&C 20:64–65). Oliver 
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