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Hearkening unto 
the Counsel of God

6

(6-1) Introduction
“O that cunning plan of the evil one! O the vainness,

and the frailties, and the foolishness of men! When
they are learned they think they are wise, and they
hearken not unto the counsel of God, for they set it
aside, supposing they know of themselves, wherefore,
their wisdom is foolishness and it profiteth them not.
And they shall perish. But to be learned is good if they
hearken unto the counsels of God.” (2 Nephi 9:28–29).

This scripture applies very well to the children of
Israel in ancient times. Israel seems to have had great
difficulty listening to and obeying the counsel of their
prophets. They trusted in their own wisdom and rejected
the counsel of the Lord. Elisha found no better response,
even though his ministry was as remarkable as Elijah’s.
As he wrestled with the problems of prophetic
leadership, he found the nation of Israel plagued 
with apostate kings and leaders. The common people
followed the example of their leaders in having
trouble heeding the prophetic call to righteousness.

Second Kings 3–13 tells of such people as Gehazi,
Naaman, and a woman of Shunem. The wicked kings
of Moab, Israel, and Syria are also encountered. Each
person responded to Elisha’s counsel in a different
way and for different reasons.

NOTES AND 
COMMENTARY ON 
2 KINGS 3–13
(6-2) 2 Kings 3–13

The accompanying map indicates the relative locations
of the kingdoms and places written of in 2 Kings 3–13.
Note especially Judah, Israel, Edom, Moab, and Syria.

(6-3) 2 Kings 3:2–3. The Idolatry of Jehoram

C. F. Keil and F. Delitzsch noted that Jehoram’s
attempt to reform Israel was only partial. “Joram or
Jehoram was not so ungodly as his father Ahab and his
mother Jezebel. He had the statue or pillar of Baal, which
his father had erected in Samaria, removed; and it was
only to the sin of Jeroboam, i.e., the calf-worship, that
he adhered. Joram therefore wished to abolish the
worship of Baal and elevate the worship of Jehovah,
under the image of the calf (ox), into the religion of his
kingdom once more. . . . He did not succeed, however,
in exterminating the worship of Baal. It not only
continued in Samaria, but appears to have been 

Israel and Moab

carried on again in the most shameless manner . . . at
which we cannot be surprised, since his mother Jezebel,
that fanatical worshipper of Baal, was living throughout
the whole of his reign.” (Commentary on the Old
Testament, 3:1:300–301.)

The worship of Baal, who was a fertility god,
involved all sorts of immorality, temple prostitution,
and other wicked practices that were extremely difficult
to stop when most of the people were themselves
immoral and wicked. (See Old Testament Student
Manual: Genesis–2 Samuel [religion 301, 2003],
pp. 245–48.)
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Instructions to Students
1. Use Notes and Commentary below to help

you as you read and study 2 Kings 3–13.
2. Complete Points to Ponder as directed by

your teacher. (Individual-study students should
complete all of this section.)

2 Kings 3–13
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