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(21-23) Joshua 10:24

To place one’s foot upon the neck of a fallen enemy
was a symbolic act that demonstrated complete
subjugation. One had then been literally trodden
underfoot. This fact is often represented in Egyptian
and Assyrian sculptures and wall paintings (see
1 Kings 5:3; Isaiah 51:23).

Joshua’s military campaigns

(21-24) Joshua 10:28–43

The destruction of the five nations of the
Canaanites was accomplished over a period of 
days rather than on the same day as the battle 
at Gibeon.

(21-25) Joshua 11

This chapter summarizes the conquest of 
northern Canaan. The destruction of these northern
kingdoms, however, required a long time (see v. 18).
The note in verse 22 is of interest because the 
Anakim were a race of giants (see Numbers 13:32–33)
and because Goliath came from Gath (see 
1 Samuel 17:4).

(21-26) Joshua 11:6, 9. What Does Hough Mean?

To hough a horse is to cut the leg tendons above
and behind the tarsal joint or ankle, thus rendering
the horse useless. The Israelites were foot soldiers
rather than charioteers. The fear seems to have 
been that should the horses and chariots be used 
as vehicles of war, Israel would turn from faith in
God and trust in the arm of flesh (see 2 Samuel 8:4;
Isaiah 31:1).

(21-27) Joshua 13–21

These chapters contain accounts of the division of
the land of Canaan among the twelve tribes of Israel.
The map of Canaan in Maps and Charts gives a 
clear picture of how the land was divided between
the tribes. Chapter 18 discusses the Levite cities
commanded by Moses to be given to members of the
tribe of Levi (see Reading 18-24; Numbers 35:9–27),
and chapter 20 lists the cities of refuge and their
purpose.

(21-28) Joshua 22

This chapter demonstrates the critical balance
between true worship and apostate idolatry. Without
a knowledge of why the 2 1/2 tribes had built the altar
on the other side of Jordan, one would judge the
action to be an adulteration of the holy worship in 
the tabernacle. Satan’s counterfeits can appear very
convincing. Fortunately, the tribes showed that it was
an act of legitimate worship and not idolatry. The
tragedy is that in a short time Israel would no longer
react strongly against idolatry.

(21-29) Joshua 23

The thirty-one Canaanite city-states destroyed by
Joshua in his day were not all that the Lord intended
to purge from Israel (see Numbers 23:4–5). Since 
men tend to adopt the values or habits of those with
whom they associate, it was imperative that all
idolatrous nations in Canaan be destroyed. Joshua
warned Israel of three things in the event that some
heathen nations, including those that surrounded
them, were allowed to remain: (1) beware of social
intercourse with them (see Joshua 23:7), (2) refrain
from worshiping their false gods (see vv. 7–11), and 
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